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Abstract
Background: Energy drink consumption among youth is increasing despite recommendations by the American
Academy of Pediatrics to eliminate consumption by youth. This study provides information on consumption of
energy drinks and alcohol mixed with energy drinks (AmED) in a sample of Israeli youth and how consumer
knowledge about the risks affects consumption rates.
Methods: The study was conducted in three Tel Aviv public schools, with a total enrollment of 1,253 students in
grades 8 through 12. Among them, 802 students completed a 49-item questionnaire about energy drink and AmED
consumption, for a 64 % response rate Non-responders included 451 students who were absent or refused to
participate. All students in the same school were administered the questionnaire on the same day.
Results: Energy drinks are popular among youth (84.2 % have ever drunk). More tenth through twelfth grade students
consumed energy drinks than eighth and ninth grade students. Students who began drinking in elementary school
(36.8 %) are at elevated risk for current energy drink (P < .001) and AmED (P = .002) use. Knowledge about amounts
consumed and recommended allowances is associated with less consumption (OR 1.925; 95 %CI 1.18–3.14).
Discussion: The association between current AmED consumption and drinking ED at a young age is important. Boys
and those who start drinking early have a greater risk of both ED and AmED consumption. The characteristics of early
drinkers can help increase awareness of potential at-risk youth, such as junior and senior high school students with less
educated or single parents.
Conclusions: Risks posed by early use on later energy drink and AmED consumption are concerning. We suggest that
parents should limit accessibility. Increased knowledge about acceptable and actual amounts of caffeine in a single
product might decrease consumption.
Keywords: Energy drinks, Alcohol mixed with energy drinks, Substance abuse, Youth

Background
Children and teens are consuming increasing quantities
of energy drinks (ED) internationally [1]. These drinks
represent 8.8 % of all sugar-sweetened beverages consumed by high school students [2]. Another study found
that 31 % of 12- to 17-year-olds regularly consume ED,
compared to 22 % of those 25- to 35-years-old [3]. The
high level of caffeine in these drinks (70 to 80 mg per 8-oz
serving and much higher in some) is especially risky for
children and adolescents [4, 5].
Much of the information about the effects and risks of
ED is derived from studies on adults [3, 4, 6]. Research
regarding children and adolescents is lacking, even
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though the potential effects of caffeine on their developing neurological and cardiovascular systems and the risk
of physical dependence and addiction are concerning.
The American Academy of Pediatrics Committee on
Nutrition and the Council on Sports Medicine and
Fitness have concluded, “Caffeine and other stimulant
substances contained in ED have no place in the diet of
children and adolescents” [7].
ED consumption is also associated with alcohol use, as
found in a recent study of 3,342 youth ages 15 to 23 [8].
Combining alcohol and caffeine increases alcohol tolerance [9, 10]. The mixture causes drinkers to be less
aware of how drunk they are, making them more likely
to drink more and engage in risky behaviors [11], a condition called “wide awake drunk.” In addition, alcohol
mixed with energy drinks (AmED) consumption is associated with alcohol dependence, binge drinking and
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increased high-risk sexual behaviors [12, 13]. About
51 % of college age students consume AmED [14]. Although consumption of AmED by youth younger than
college age is particularly risky, the literature examining
the incidence and risks is sparse [15–17].
The present report investigated the pattern of ED and
AmED consumption in a sample of Israeli youth, including sociodemographic factors, the association of
grade at first use of ED with current ED and AmED
consumption, and the effect of consumer knowledge
about associated risks.

Methods
Data were collected from students in three large public
schools in the greater Tel Aviv area during December 2012
and January 2013. A total of 1,253 students were enrolled
in grades 8 through 12. Grades 8–9 (Junior High School)
included students 14 to 15 years-of-age and grades 10–12
(Senior High School) included students 16 to 18 years-ofage. The response rate was 64 %. All students in the same
school were administered the questionnaire on the same
date. Non-responders include 451 students who were absent that day or who refused to participate.
The students were administered a 3-part, 49-question
survey. The first section included 25 questions about ED
consumption. Energy drinks in this study refer to highcaffeine products marketed and labeled as such. The second part comprised 11 questions about AmED and the
third part included 14 sociodemographic questions. The
questionnaire was compiled based on a literature review of
ED use in youth and is modeled after a study by Attila and
Cakir [18]. Questions included whether the participant had
ever ingested an ED, age and grade at first use, and amount
consumed on a regular basis. Information concerning
knowledge about ED use, including potential risks, recommended limits of caffeine and formal education about the
topic was also gathered. Similar questions were asked regarding AmED use. The items on the questionnaire did not
lend themselves to validity testing. One of the authors, a
pediatrician, changed the language and questions to be
more appropriate to the sampled age group. The questionnaire was translated into Hebrew. It was back-translated
into English by a different translator to ensure that the
meaning of the questions remained the same. The study
was approved by the Israel Ministry of Education Review
Board. Parental consent was not required.
Study socio-demographic variables were gender, year
and country of birth, family structure (defined as married or other), and parental level of education (low parental education was defined as both parents with at
most a high school education).
Regarding energy drink use, the respondents were
asked if they ever drank energy drinks, and if so, how
many cans per day. They were also asked their age and if
they were in elementary, junior high or high school at
first consumption. Further questions regarding energy
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drinks consumption included the location at first consumption and the location of regular consumption
(home, at a sports activity, bar, party, or coffee shop).
Respondents who drank energy drinks were asked if they
ever needed medical attention due to side effects such as
confusion, stomach aches, headache epilepsy and dizziness, and if so, who treated them.
The respondents were asked about reasons for consuming energy drinks—taste, energy boost, practice enhancement, mixing with alcohol, curiosity and
consumption of more alcohol. Knowledge about the
main ingredients of energy drinks, amount of caffeine
and negative health effects, such as arrhythmia, liver and
kidney damage, respiratory disease and blood pressure
was tested using a series of true and false questions.
The respondents were asked how often they mix energy
drinks with alcohol and the reasons for doing so—better
taste, less alcohol side effects, social reasons, curiosity, to
consume more alcohol or to feel alert. Finally, respondents
were asked if they were ever formally taught about energy
drinks and the dangers in consuming them with or without alcohol, and queried if they would want to receive further information regarding this matter.
Statistical analysis

All statistical analyses were performed using SPSS statistical software, version 20.0. Chi-square tests for independence were carried out to examine the dependency between
the characteristics of the respondents and their ED consumption. A p-value < 0.05 was considered significant.
Current consumption of ED and AmED were
regressed separately on the study variables using binary
logistic regression. Specifically, we examined gender,
family structure, parental education, current age and
country of birth as potential predictors.
The regression models (or analyses) were then stratified by school level at first consumption. Odds ratios
with 95 % confidence intervals were calculated for each
independent variable.

Results
Energy drink use

This study included 802 junior high and high school students, 50.7 % was male. Among the 802 participants,
84.2 % (n = 675) had consumed an ED. Just over a third
(36.8 %) first tried ED in elementary school, 51.3 % in
junior high, and 11.8 % in high school. The mean age at
first use was 12.5 (standard deviation, 2.2) years. At the
time of the survey, 30 % of the 802 respondents were
drinking a can or less per day, 2.2 % drank two cans and
1.5 % drank more than two cans per day. Among participants who reported drinking, 39.1 % reported that the
first time they had drunk was at home and another
31.1 % first started drinking at a party. Currently, 43.9 %
reported that they usually drank at parties. A total of
4.2 % reported that they required medical attention after
consuming ED.
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Sex differences

Grade at first consumption

Ingestion behaviors differed significantly between the
sexes (Table 1). Among boys, 90.1 % had ever ingested
ED compared to 78.4 % of girls. Proportionately more
boys (41.5 %) than girls (26.3 %) drank daily (χ2(1) =
20.163, p < 0.001).

Among drinkers, a greater proportion of boys than girls
began drinking in elementary school (Table 2). Immigrants were more likely to have started drinking in elementary school (60.9 %) compared to junior or high
school (39.1 %). Among Israeli-born participants, 35.1 %
started drinking in elementary school compared to
64.9 % in junior or high school. Of those who first drank
in elementary school, 54.5 % currently drink, compared
to 34 % of those who started in junior high school and
20.8 % of those who started in high school.

Additional sociodemographic factors

Other significant sociodemographic differences included
current grade, country of birth and family structure
(Table 1). Proportionately more senior than junior high
school students had consumed ED (χ2(1) = 6.082, p < 0.05)
or AmED (χ2(1) = 23.243, p < 0.001), but proportionately
more junior than senior high school students consumed at
least one can per day (χ2(1) = 8.053, p < 0.01). Immigrant
students were significantly more likely to consume more
than one can per day (χ2(1) = 5.141, p < 0.05) as were students from single parent homes (χ2(1) = 6.049, p < 0.05).

Reasons for drinking energy drinks

When queried about reasons for drinking, the most frequent responses were 50.2 % drank because of the taste,
12.7 % drank to feel energized, 19.3 % in order to mix with
alcohol, 11 % to stay awake and 5.3 % reported drinking
out of curiosity. Multiple responses were allowed.

Table 1 Characteristics of students who reported energy drink consumption
Characteristic

Total

Ever consumed
energy drinks

Consumes at least
one can dailya

Ever mixed energy
drinks with alcohola

Total, N (%)

802

675 (84.2)

264 (33.8)

309 (38.5)

Male

395 (49.3)

356 (90.1)

160 (41.5)

190 (48.8)

Female

407 (50.7)

319 (78.4)

104 (26.3)

119 (29.5)

Gender, N (%)

χ

2

***

20.76

20.16

***

31.32***

Current school level, N (%)
Junior high (14-15-years-old/grades 8-9)

372 (47.1)

300 (80.6)

141 (39.0)

110 (30.1)

High school (16-18-years-old/grades 10-12)

418 (52.9)

364 (87.1)

120 (29.3)

196 (47.0)

*

**

χ

2

6.08

8.05

23.24***

Country of birth, N (%)
Israel

733 (93.4)

620 (84.6)

233 (32.7)

279 (38.5)

Other

52 (6.6)

46 (88.5)

25 (48.1)

22 (43.1)

χ

2

0.57

*

5.14

0.44

Family structure, N (%)
Parents married

613 (79.2)

514 (83.8)

188 (31.4)

233 (38.3)

Other

161 (20.8)

140 (87.0)

66 (41.8)

69 (43.4)

χ

2

0.94

*

6.05

1.39

Parental education level, N (%)
Low (High school, both parents)

226 (32.4)

198 (87.6)

77 (34.8)

102 (45.3)

High (Academic, at least one parent)

472 (67.6)

399 (84.5)

140 (30.4)

178 (37.8)

1.17

1.34

3.60

χ2
School level at first consumption, N (%)
Elementary

246 (36.8)

242 (98.4)

132 (54.5)

126 (52.3)

Junior high

343 (51.3)

341 (99.4)

113 (34.0)

134 (39.6)

High school

79 (11.8)

79 (100.0)

16 (20.8)

39 (51.3)

2.56

38.08***

10.17**

χ2
p < 0.05; p < 0.01;

*

**

p < 0.001; N = 782

***

a
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Junior high/
High school

drinking in elementary school were more likely to drink
currently and to consume AmED. Of those who first
drank in elementary school, 52.3 % currently drink
AmED, along with 41.8 % of those who started drinking
ED in junior high or high school.
Knowledge regarding energy drinks and caffeine

Table 2 Characteristics of students according to school level at
first consumption of energy drinks
Characteristic

Total

First consumption
Elementary
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Gender, N (%)
Male

352

152 (43.2)

200 (56.8)

Female

316

94 (29.7)

222 (70.3)

Junior high

296

143 (48.3)

153 (51.7)

High school

363

99 (27.3)

264 (72.7)

χ = 12.919
2

**

Current school level, N (%)

χ2 = 31.06**
Country of birth, N (%)
Israel

612

215 (35.1)

397 (64.9)

Other

46

28 (60.9)

18 (39.1)

Parents married

505

172 (34.1)

333 (65.9)

Other

141

60 (42.6)

81 (57.4)

Low

193

72 (37.3)

121 (62.7)

High

397

128 (32.2)

269 (67.8)

χ2 = 12.17**
Family structure, N (%)

χ2 = 3.46
Parental education level, N (%)

Knowledge about AmED

χ2 = 1.49
Consumes energy drinks daily, N (%)
No

390

110 (28.2)

280 (71.8)

Yes

261

132 (50.6)

129 (49.4)

χ2 = 33.50**

Yes

356

115 (32.3)

241 (67.7)

299

126 (42.1)

173 (57.9)

χ = 6.76
2

More than half (55.7 %) knew that ED mask the effect of
alcohol. Most (71.3 %) knew that those who drink
AmED were more likely to drink more alcohol than
those who do not mix it with ED. Similarly, 55.2 % had
learned about the risks of AmED and 51.5 % responded
that they would be interested in learning more.
Predicting Energy Drink and AmED Use

Mix energy drinks and alcohol, N (%)
No

Many participants were aware of the likelihood of increases in heart rate and blood pressure, although that
knowledge was not associated with ED use. A large percentage, (80.2 %) knew that caffeine from other sources
has a cumulative effect. Most (94.1 %) knew that coffee
and cola drinks (81.9 %) have caffeine, although less than
half (42.8 %) knew that tea and dark chocolate (40.1 %)
contain caffeine. A similar percentage (42.6 %) underestimated the amount of caffeine in a single serving can
and more than 90 % thought that a can exceeded the
recommended amount of caffeine. Those who believed
that a can exceeded the recommended caffeine limit
were less likely to consume ED (OR 1.93, 95 % CI 1.18–
3.14). Slightly over half (54.1 %) had received some formal education about ED and 50.1 % said they would be
interested in learning more.

*

Significant p < 0.01; **Significant p < 0.001

*

Alcohol Mixed with Energy Drinks (AmED)

Sixty-one percent of respondents had never consumed
AmED and 41.8 % of those who drank ED had never
mixed them with alcohol; 13.4 % reported that they only
drank ED when mixed with alcohol. In total, 47.0 % of
the high school students and 30.1 % of junior high students had ever consumed AmED. Of those who drank
AmED, 80.6 % drank to improve the taste of their alcoholic beverage, 24.6 % to feel intoxicated, 14.6 % out of
curiosity, and 13.9 % to feel awake; whereas 11.7 %
mixed to consume more alcohol, 10.4 % for social reasons, and 8.4 % to reduce side effects of the alcohol. Of
those who currently were consuming AmED, 32.3 % first
began drinking in elementary school. Those who started

In a second level of analyses, regression equations demonstrated the relative relationship between the independent
variables, gender, family structure, current school level,
parental education and country of birth. In the equation
with ED use as the dependent variable and gender, family
structure, parental education, country of birth and school
level at first consumption as independent variables,
current school level, gender and school level at initial consumption were significant explanatory variables (Table 3).
Other sociodemographic variables were not significant
when included in the logistic regression. When AmED
was the dependent variable, the same variables: current
age, gender and age at first consumption were the only
significant independent variables (Table 3).
We were particularly interested in the differences between early drinkers compared to those who started in
junior or senior high school (Table 4). We found that for
those who started drinking in elementary school, gender
was the only significant predictor variable. However, for
those who started drinking in junior or senior high
school, gender was not significant, but current school
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Table 3 Logistic regressions predicting energy drink and AmED consumption
Variable

Energy drink consumption (N = 657)

Alcohol and mixed energy drinks (N = 662)

OR

95 % CI

P

OR

95 % CI

P

Gender (0 = Female; 1 = Male)

2.26

1.60–3.18

0.000

2.58

1.86–3.57

0.000

Family structure

1.42

0.91–2.21

0.119

1.40

0.91–2.15

0.123

Parental level of education (0 = High; 1 = Low)

1.25

0.87–1.79

0.230

1.35

0.96–1.90

0.089

Current school level (0 = High school; 1 = Junior high)

1.81

1.27–2.56

0.001

0.52

0.38–0.73

0.000

Country of birth (0 = Israel; 1 = Other)

2.06

1.02–4.13

0.043

0.79

0.38–1.64

0.527

(0 = Parents married; 1 = Other)

level; having a single parent and having both parents with
no more than a high school education were found significant. We found a similar pattern when AmED consumption was the dependent variable (Table 5). For those who
started drinking in elementary school, gender and current
school level were significant. For those who started drinking ED in junior or senior high, gender was not significant,
but current school level, family structure and parental
education level were all significant variables, with current
school level the most highly significant and with the
lowest odds ratio (0.44–0.45) (Table 5).

Discussion
This study provides important new information regarding ED use in a sample of youth 14 to 18 years of age.
This sample is younger than that in the preponderance
of literature. The majority (84.2 %) had ingested ED,
with more than a third of those who ingested ED,
(36.8 %) first beginning to drink while in elementary
school and 33.8 % drinking daily. These data are comparable to that of previous reports [4] and extend those
findings. For example, Simon and Mosher [3] noted that
31 % of the 12- to 17-year-olds in their study were
drinking regularly. Similar to results found in Ontario
Canada [19] where 50 % of students consume energy
drinks and 20 % drank in the last week, our results
underscore that the majority of youth have consumed
energy drinks at very young ages and that early drinking
is associated with increased ED and AmED consumption
in high school.

Energy drink manufacturers have successfully advertised to youth [20]. Some of these companies focus on
youth-oriented social media advertising and sponsor
events and athletes that appeal to high school-age students. Moreover, children under 12 in the United States
saw an average of 62 ED and “shot” ads in 2010, which
is comparable to the number of ads that they saw for
two popular children’s drinks, Capri Sun and Kool-Aid
[20]. Likewise, our data indicate that young children are
consuming ED. First ED consumption in our study was
at a mean age of 12.5 years. Many had their first ED at
home, sometimes as young as age 3.5 years. It is highly
likely that parents were aware that their children were
consuming ED, which suggests that educational efforts
need to be targeted toward parents, as well as youth.
Those who started drinking in junior or senior high
school, were more likely to come from single parent
homes and families with both parents with no more than
high school level of education than those who began
drinking earlier. This information can also help target
appropriate audiences for education efforts. Those efforts include clear composition and labeling requirements and educational initiatives within schools,
particularly in junior high.
The fact that 4.2 % of the sample reported requiring
medical attention after drinking highlights the potential
harm of allowing youth access to ED and the importance
of increased public awareness of the risks associated
with their consumption. Of note, more junior than senior high students were imbibing more than one can per

Table 4 Logistic regressions predicting energy drink consumption by school level at first consumption
First consumption
Elementary School (N = 193)

Junior high/High school (N = 366)

OR

95 % CI

P

OR

95 % CI

P

Gender (0 = Female; 1 = Male)

2.39

1.28–4.43

.006

1.41

0.88–2.25

.149

Family structure (0 = Parents married; 1 = Other)

0.78

0.37–1.63

.503

1.82

1.01–3.28

.045

Parental education level (0 = High; 1 = Low)

0.83

0.44–1.56

.563

1.64

1.01–2.65

.046

Current school level (0 = High school; 1 = Junior high)

1.64

0.90–3.01

.107

1.73

1.08–2.79

.024

Country of birth (0 = Israel; 1 = Other)

2.85

0.91–8.91

.071

1.18

0.38–3.66

.773
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Table 5 Logistic regression predicting energy drink and alcohol mixing by school level at first consumption
First consumption
Elementary School (N = 192)

Junior high/High school (N = 372)

OR

95 % CI

p

OR

95 % CI

p

Gender (0 = Female; 1 = Male)

4.13

2.18–7.84

.000

1.39

0.90–2.15

.133

Family structure (0 = Parents married; 1 = Other)

0.68

0.31–1.47

.326

1.76

1.01–3.08

.047

Parental level of education (0 = High; 1 = Low)

0.88

0.45–1.72

.712

1.62

1.03–2.55

.038

Current school level (0 = High school; 1 = Junior high)

0.44

0.23–0.84

.013

0.45

0.28–0.71

.001

Country of birth (0 = Israel; 1 = Other)

1.40

0.46–4.29

.553

0.36

0.11–1.21

.100

day, which indicates the appeal to younger students and
the importance of educating parents and students of the
risks and limiting access to ED by youth.
The logistic regression analyses in this study demonstrate the strong association between early and current
consumption of ED. Those who started drinking in
elementary school were more than twice as likely to
drink currently as those who started later. Gender and
age were also predictive of current ED consumption;
those who were older or male were more likely to consume ED. Those who started drinking in elementary
school were twice as likely to be currently drinking.
We also found that in addition to being at greater risk
for ED consumption, the risk of AmED consumption
was higher amongst those who started drinking early.
Most youth who start drinking at a young age, continue
to drink (54.5 %). Also concerning, 52.3 % of those who
started drinking in elementary school were drinking
AmED at the time of the study, as well as 39.6 % of
those who started in junior high. Other researchers
found increasing consumption of AmED among youth
populations [21, 22].
Frequent ED consumption may identify students at
risk of substance use [23]. Likewise, Bernstein et al. [24]
found an association between caffeine consumption and
tobacco and alcohol use a year later. Arria et al. [10]
found that college students who consume ED frequently
(52 or more times within a year) were at a significantly higher risk for alcohol dependence and
episodes of heavy drinking.
In our study, the characteristics of the early drinking group differed from those who started drinking in
junior or senior high school. The most striking feature was that boys were much more likely to start
drinking at a younger age. We also found that there
were more immigrants among those who started
drinking in elementary school, (χ2(1) = 12.169, p <
0.001). The risks of alcohol use and especially AmED
drink use have been well described [22, 25–29].
The association between drinking ED at a young age
and current AmED consumption is very important. The
characteristics of early drinkers can help raise awareness

regarding potential at-risk groups. For example, youth in
junior or senior high school with less educated parents
or single parents may be at greater risk. We also know
that boys are more likely to drink ED.
It seems particularly important to limit ED in young
children in order to reduce the risk of later AmED use.
We cannot know whether early ED consumption makes
one vulnerable to later use, or if early ED consumption
and later AmED consumption occur because both are
used by sensation-seeking individuals. Some research
supports the latter [30, 31], whereas others have not
found support [32, 33]. In either case, early identification
and intervention may lead to decreased consumption of
both ED and AmED. This has been found to be the case
for alcohol consumption [34–36]. Although intervention
programs do exist [37], no studies of actual efficacy of
interventions regarding energy drink use were found.
Our data provide mixed evidence regarding the role of
preventive education and knowledge. Although about half
of the students had received education about ED, it did
not correlate with ED use. Knowledge of health risks such
as increased heart rate and high blood pressure were also
not related to use. We did find that those who believed
that the amount of caffeine in a can was equal or greater
than the acceptable amount were less likely to ingest ED.
Those who believed that there was less caffeine in a can
than what they thought was the acceptable limit were
more likely to drink (OR 1.93, 95 % CI 1.18–3.14). In
other words, it may be that those who thought that a can
contained the maximum acceptable amount were likely to
ration themselves. This has clear implications for educational efforts. We also suggest that warning labels with
recommended limits of caffeine consumption for youth
and total caffeine amount per can might affect the decision of some young people to drink. Many studies from
tobacco packaging have shown that warning labels can be
effective [38–42], whereas other studies have found warnings on tobacco and alcohol to be ineffective [43, 44].
Limitations

The study used cross-sectional data which limits the
ability to assess causal relationships. Data were self-
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reported and students may have over- or underestimated
their own consumption. In addition, those who were
currently consuming ED might be more likely to remember drinking when younger; indicating potential recall bias. Lastly, the sample included students from one
city in Israel. Larger studies with more diverse sampling
and larger sample sizes are necessary before the results
can be generalized. Although the study sample did reflect previous research findings of others, Tel Aviv does
not represent the entire country and represents of a
sample that is urban, Jewish and largely secular.

Conclusions
This study demonstrates the popularity of ED among
youth. More high school students drank than junior high
students, but a substantial number started consuming
ED as early as elementary school. We also saw that those
students who started drinking in elementary school were
more likely to be currently ingesting ED and AmED. We
suggest that both parents and students need to be educated about the risks of ED consumption and that access
to ED should be restricted. In addition, our data indicate
that more information about acceptable levels of caffeine
consumption and actual amounts of caffeine in a single
product might lead to decreased consumption.
Abbreviations
AmED: Alcohol mixed with energy drinks; ED: Energy drinks.
Competing interests
The authors declare that they have no competing interests.
Authors’ contributions
Dr. Racheli Magnezi designed the study and wrote the protocol. She critically
revised the draft manuscript and gave final approval of the version to be
published. Dr. Herman Avner Cohen designed the study and wrote the
protocol. He gave final approval of the manuscript version to be published.
Dr. Lisa Carroll Bergman managed the literature searches and wrote the first
draft of the manuscript. She critically revised the draft manuscript and gave final
approval of the version to be published. Ms. Haya Grinvold-Fogel undertook
the statistical analysis. She also contributed to and gave final approval of the
version to be published. All authors agree to be accountable for all aspects of
the work in ensuring that questions related to the accuracy or integrity of any
part of the work are appropriately investigated and resolved.
Authors’ information
Dr. Racheli Magnezi is the head of the Public Health and Health Systems
Management Program at Bar Ilan University.
Dr. Lisa Carroll Bergman is a practicing clinical psychologist and health
policy researcher.
Ms. Haya Grinvold-Fogel has a BA in statistics. She recently completed her
MHA in Health Systems Management at Bar Ilan University.
Dr. Herman Avner Cohen is a pediatrician with Clalit Health Services and a
professor at Tel Aviv University.
Acknowledgements
We want to thank Avital Klein and Liat Ben David for data collection and
Faye Schreiber for editorial assistance.
Funding source
This study was not supported by external funding.
Financial disclosure
The authors have no financial relationships relevant to this article to disclose.

Page 7 of 8

Author details
1
Public Health and Health Systems Management Program, Bar Ilan University,
Ramat Gan, Israel. 2Pediatric Ambulatory Community Clinic, Clalit Health
Services, Petach Tikva, Israel. 3Sackler Faculty of Medicine, Tel Aviv University,
Tel Aviv, Israel.
Received: 23 October 2014 Accepted: 22 October 2015

References
1. Pomeranz JL, Munsell CR, Harris JL. Energy drinks: an emerging public
health hazard for youth. J Public Health Policy. 2013;34:254–71.
doi:10.1057/jphp.2013.6.
2. Park S, Blanck HM, Sherry B, Brener N, O’Toole T. Factors associated with
sugar-sweetened beverage intake among United States high school
students. J Nutrition. 2012;142:306–12.
3. Simon M, Mosher J. Alcohol, energy drinks, and youth: A dangerous mix.
California: Marin Institute. 2007;330:1-21. http://alcoholjustice.org/images/
stories/EnergyDrinkReport.pdf. Accessed 28 September 2015.
4. Seifert SM, Schaechter JL, Hershorin ER, Lipshultz SE. Health effects of
energy drinks on children, adolescents and young adults. Pediatrics.
2011;127:511–28.
5. Blankson AM, Thompson DM, Vijayalakshmy P. Energy Drinks: What
teenagers (and their doctors) should know. Pediatr Rev. 2013;34:55–62.
doi:10.1542/pir.34-2-55.
6. Oddy WH, O'Sullivan TA. Energy drinks for children and adolescents, erring on
the side of caution may reduce long term health risks. BMJ. 2009;339:b5268.
7. Committee on Nutrition and the Council on Sports Medicine and Fitness.
Sports and energy drinks for children and adolescents: Are they
appropriate? Pediatrics. 2011;127:1182–9.
8. Emond JA, Gilbert-Diamond D, Tanski SE, Sargent JD. Energy drink
consumption and the risk of alcohol use disorder among a national sample
of adolescents and young adults. J Pediatrics. 2014;165:1194–200.
doi:10.1016/j.jpeds.2014.08.050.
9. Fillmore MT. Alcohol tolerance in humans is enhanced by prior caffeine
antagonism of alcohol-induced impairment. Exp Clin Psychopharmacol.
2003;11:9–17.
10. Arria AM, Caldeira KM, Kasperski SJ, Vincent KB, Griffiths RR, O'Grady KE.
Energy drink consumption and increased risk for alcohol dependence.
Alcohol Clin Exp Res. 2011;35:365–75.
11. Patrick ME, Maggs JL. Energy drinks and alcohol: links to alcohol behaviors
and consequences across 56 days. J Adolesc Health. 2014;54:454e459.
12. Snipes DJ, Benotsch EG. High-risk cocktails and high-risk sex: examining the
relation between alcohol mixed with energy drink consumption, sexual
behavior, and drug use in college students. Addict Behav. 2013;38:1418–23.
13. Rehm J, Shield KD, Joharchi N, Shuper PA. Alcohol consumption and the
intention to engage in unprotected sex: systematic review and metaanalysis of experimental studies. Addiction. 2011;107:51–9.
14. Malinauskas BM, Aeby VG, Overton RF, Carpenter-Aeby T, Barber-Heidel K. A
survey of energy drink consumption patterns among college students.
Nutr J. 2007;6:35.
15. Broderick P, Benjamin AB. J Okla State Med Assoc. 2004;97(12):538–42.
16. Hedges DW, Woon FL, Hoopes SP. Caffeine-induced psychosis. CNS Spectr.
2009;14:127–9.
17. Heneman K, Zidenberg-Cherr S. Some facts about energy drinks. Available
at: http://nutrition.ucdavis.edu/content/infosheets/fact-pro-energydrinks.pdf.
Accessed 28 September 2015.
18. Attila S, Cakir B. Energy drinks consumption in college students and
associated factors. Nutrition. 2011;27:316–22.
19. Paglia-Boak A, Adlaf EM, Mann RE. Drug use among Ontario students, 1977–
2011: Detailed OSDUHS findings. CAMH Research Document Series No. 32.
Toronto. ON: Centre for Addiction and Mental Health; 2011.
20. Harris JL, Schwartz MB, Brownell, KD. Sugary drink FACTS: Evaluating sugary
drink nutrition and marketing to youth. Yale Rudd Center for Food Policy
and Obesity. 2011. http://www.sugarydrinkfacts.org/resources/
sugarydrinkfacts_report.pdf. Accessed 12 Oct 2014.
21. Pennay A, Lubman DI, Miller P. Combining Energy Drinks and Alcohol: A
Recipe for Trouble? Aust Fam Physician. 2011;40:104–7.
22. Azagba S, Langille D, Asbridge M. The consumption of alcohol mixed with
energy drinks: prevalence and key correlates among Canadian high school
students. CMAJ Open. 2013. doi:10.9778/cmajo.20120017.

Magnezi et al. Israel Journal of Health Policy Research (2015) 4:55

23. Miller KE. Energy drinks, race, and problem behaviors among college
students. J Adolesc Health. 2008;43:490–7.
24. Bernstein GA, Carroll ME, Thuras PD, Cosgrove KP, Roth ME. Caffeine
dependence in teenagers. Drug Alcohol Depend. 2002;66:1–6.
25. Weldy DL. Risks of alcoholic energy drinks for youth. J Am Board Fam Med.
2010;23:555–8.
26. Brache K, Thomas G, Stockwell T. Caffeinated alcoholic beverages in Canada:
Prevalence of use, risks and recommended policy responses. Canadian
Centre on Substance Abuse 2012 Link: http://www.cdc.gov/alcohol/factsheets/caffeine-and-alcohol.htm. Accessed 28 September 2015.
27. Patrick ME, Maggs JL. Energy Drinks and Alcohol: Links to Alcohol Behaviors
and Consequences Across 56 Days. J Adolescent Health 2014;54:454-9.
doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.jadohealth.2013.09.013
28. O’Brien MC, McCoy TP, Rhodes SD, Wagoner A, Wolfson M. Caffeinated
cocktails: energy drink consumption, high-risk drinking, and alcohol-related
consequences among college students. Acad Emerg Med. 2008;15:453–60.
29. Price SR, Hilchey CA, Darredeau C, Fulton HG, Barrett SP. Energy drink
co-administration is associated with increased reported alcohol ingestion.
Drug Alcohol Rev. 2010;29:331–3.
30. Terry-McElrath YM, OʼMalley PM, Johnston LD. Energy drinks, soft drinks, and
substance use among United States secondary school students. J Addict
Med. 2014;8:6–13. doi:10.1097/01.ADM.0000435322.07020.53.
31. Brache K, Stockwell T. Drinking patterns and risk behaviors associated with
combined alcohol and energy drink consumption in college drinkers.
Addict Behav. 2011;36:1133–40.
32. O'Brien MC, McCoy TP, Egan KL, Goldin S, Rhodes SD, Wolfson M.
Caffeinated Alcohol, Sensation Seeking, and Injury Risk. J Caffeine Res.
2013;3:59–66. doi:10.1089/jcr.2013.0004.
33. Miyake ER, Marmortein NR. Energy drink consumption and later alcohol use
among early adolescents. Addict Behav. 2015;43:60–5.
doi:10.1016/j.addbeh.2014.12.009.
34. Nathan PE. Failures in prevention: why we can't prevent the devastating
effect of alcoholism and drug abuse on American productivity. Am Psychol.
1983;38:459–68.
35. Nathan PE. Alcohol dependency prevention and early intervention. Public
Health Rep. 1988;103:683–9.
36. Skinner HA, Holt S. Early intervention for alcohol problems. J R Coll Gen
Pract. 1983;33:787–91.
37. Report –Day of Discussion and Networking On Education And Awareness
Regarding Energy Drinks. ASPQ. March 2012. www.aspq.org/documents/file/
report-day-of-discussion-and-networking-on-education-and-awarenessregarding
-energy-drinks-.pdf. Accessed 28 Sept 2015.
38. O’Hegarty M, Pederson LL, Nelson DE, Mowery P, Gable JM, Wortley P.
Reactions of young adult smokers to warning labels on cigarette packages.
Am J Prev Med. 2006;30:467–73.
39. Hammond D, Fong GT, McNeill A, Borland R, Cummings KM. Effectiveness
of cigarette warning labels in informing smokers about the risks of smoking:
findings from the International Control (ITC) Four Country Survey.
Tob Control. 2006;15(Suppl iii):19–25.
40. Peters E, Romer D, Slovic P, Hall Jamieon K, Warfield L, Mertz CK, et al. The
impact and acceptability of Canadian-style cigarette warning labels among
U.S. smokers and nonsmokers. Nicotine Tob Res. 2007;9:473–81.
41. Hammond D. Health warning messages on tobacco products: a review. Tob
Control. 2011;20:327–37. doi:10.1136/tc.2010.037630.
42. Borland R, Yong HH, Wilson N, Fong GT, Hammond D, Cummings KM, et al.
How reactions to cigarette packet health warnings influence quitting:
findings from the ITC Four-Country survey. Addiction. 2009;104:669–75.
43. Stockley CS. The effectiveness of strategies such as health warning labels to
reduce alcohol-related harms- An Australian perspective. Int J Drug Policy.
2001;12:153–66.
44. Scholes_Balog KE, Heerde JA, Hemphill SA. Alcohol warning labels unlikely to
affect alcohol-related beliefs and behaviors in adolescents. Australian N Z J
Public Health. 2012;36:524–9.

Page 8 of 8

Submit your next manuscript to BioMed Central
and take full advantage of:
• Convenient online submission
• Thorough peer review
• No space constraints or color ﬁgure charges
• Immediate publication on acceptance
• Inclusion in PubMed, CAS, Scopus and Google Scholar
• Research which is freely available for redistribution
Submit your manuscript at
www.biomedcentral.com/submit

